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House Joint Resolution 17

Testimony of Naney K. Peterson
Director, Montana Department of Agriculture

MR. CHAIRI‘»‘.’{AN AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE:

For the record, wy nume is Nancy K. Peterson, director of the Montania Department of
Agriculnre. | am submitting my written testimony in favor of the passage of House Joint

Resolubion 17,

Legislation introduced in both houses of the 109" Congress had a very simiple purpose:
To place smal! meat processors i Montana and 27 other states on an equal regulatory footing
with larger faderally inspected processors AND the foreign contzanies that sell meat products in
the United States. A Jaw that has been on the books since 1967 prohibits state-inspected beef,
pouliry, pork, lamb and goat meat from being sold in interstate commerce ... even though the
USDA's Food Safety Inspection Secvice must annually certify that state inspection prograins are

— to quote the language in the law ~ “at Teast squal to" the federal inspection requirements.

In our view, this is a simple equity situation. The Montana Department of Livestock
inspects 47 faciiities - 13 slaughter plants and 34 meat processing facilizies — using a
methodology judged by USDA 10 be equal to federal inspections. Foreign factlitics also reccive
the USDA stamp of approval, but are not similarly constrained when they export products 1o the
United States. The Montava Department of Agticulture has a program to assist in the |
international marketing of hvestock and meat products. It makes no sense for Montana-inspected

products 1o be placed at 2 disadvantage to foreign competitors.

The two bills ntroduced in the 109" Congress were not acted upon, for whaiever reasen,
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in the election-interrupted final days of the session. Thers were many witling co-sponsors for
Senate Bill 3519 and House Resolution 6130, and the National Association of State Departments
of Agricuiture (NASDA) expects no difficalty in getting one o hoth measures introduced again.
A coalition of forty-ose state and national organizations supported the hills, including the
Montana Chamber of Commerce, the American Farm Buresu and R-Calf United Stockgrowers of
America. Thore ave some wording challenges that need to be worked out to securs {he broadest
possibie support, for example: whether state iaboratories uet adhers 1o all the paperwork

requircments of federal labs, NASDIA is conlident thoss issues can be resolved.

T appreciate your consideration and urge your support of House Joint Resolution 17.




